PART 1
Q: How long has your family lived in Plaquemines Parish?

A: My parents have lived here their whole lives, between 45 and 47 years.

Q: I’m sure your dad has told you plenty of stories about the way the marsh used to be. Do you have any particular one on mind?

A: Well when my dad was growing up there was marsh as far as you could see. Throughout the years due to coastal erosion we lose up to a football field per minute. From his childhood to mine, that’s a lot of marsh that has been washed away. 

Q: Have you personally seen any changes throughout the marsh as you were growing up?

A: As a kid, when I was young, I saw a lot of marshes and bayous every time we would go out. Now mainly all I see are bays, washouts, and the coast of the gulf line. The marsh has taken a big beating throughout my life. 

PART 2

Q: I know you’re pretty familiar with the bayous of Plaquemines Parish. So as a local shrimper are there any changes you have seen in the amount or availability of shrimp or other seafood (oysters, fish, crabs, etc.)?

A: Yes, I most certainly have. The marshes used to provide a lot of shrimp, but because of erosion the shrimp populations have steadily went downhill. As the marsh disappeared, so did the shrimp. The marsh created a good ecosystem for the shrimp such as food and shelter. It’s a circle of life, everything relies on the other.

Q: I have also heard that sea turtles and sharks are being caught often in shrimp nets and cast lines. Do you think this goes along with the changes you have seen in the bayou?

A: Good question, sharks and sea turtles are deepwater marine animals. As the marsh erodes away this causes washouts in the marsh from the Gulf of Mexico. This creates deeper water in once shallow areas, allowing these deepwater creatures and saltwater to move inland. 

Q: How do you think these changes will affect the local fishing and seafood industry?

A: If the marsh disappears, which it one day will, it will affect sports fishermen because there will be no ecosystem to support the wildlife. It would just be open water everywhere you go. Seafood industries will suffer and be forced to ship in more foreign imports. With no ecosystem everything will die out.

PART 3

Q: How aware do you think other locals are of the loss and devastation to the wetlands?

A: They are really concerned. Coastal erosion puts a hurting on all commercial fishermen. They will lose all work and will have to worry about living on a peninsula prone to major flooding, causing devastation to their homes.

Q: What significance does the LA coastal wetlands have in your life?

A: Everything--fishing, shrimping, hunting, going to the beaches. It’s my life, it’s what made me the person I am today. It has been a tradition in my family. We were all raised on the bayou, on the water making a living or just enjoying another day of God’s beautiful creation. Being out there makes me feel at home. But we all know it will be gone one day…sadly. 

